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NEWS RELEASE
November 28, 2008
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Police Report Rash of Vehicle Burglaries in PGI Area; Encourage Owners to Lock Their Cars
Punta Gorda Police today reported eight vehicle burglaries that occurred last night in the vicinity of West Marion Avenue in the Punta Gorda Isles subdivision.  In all of the incidents, the vehicles were left unlocked in residential driveways.  The burglars stole valuables left in the unlocked vehicles including a GPS unit, golf clubs, cell phones, and sunglasses.  
Vehicle thefts and burglaries are a growing concern in Southwest Florida and police would like to remind residents and visitors that despite the low crime rate in the city, leaving high-dollar value items in unlocked vehicles is an invitation to vehicle burglars.  The majority of vehicle thefts and burglaries in this area are of vehicles that were left unlocked by their owners.
In recognition of this growing trend, the Punta Gorda Police Department recently announced the Project Safe Car program in which police officers and volunteers place courtesy flyers on vehicles found to be left unlocked or with valuables in plain sight.  This new initiative is part of a continuing effort to encourage a proactive approach to reducing crime in the city and preserve the high quality of life to which residents and visitors have become accustomed.  
Neighbors are encouraged to call police if they see anything suspicious or out of place in their neighborhood; particularly in the early morning hours.
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