Foreclosure “Rescue” Scam

 

Recently the Lee County Sheriff’s Office Fraud Line has received calls from citizen’s reporting they have received calls from a man telling them their home is entering foreclosure and he can help. Thankfully neither had a mortgage on their homes and knew this was a scam. Sheriff Scott wants everyone to know there are laws Florida has put in place regulating legitimate foreclosure rescue businesses and the steps everyone should take to make sure you are talking to a legitimate “rescue” company.

 

If you are contacted by someone claiming to represent a Foreclosure “Rescue” company they can not charge up-front fees for foreclosure rescue or loan modification services.

 

Avoid the person who tells you not to contact your bank, mortgage holder, lenders, attorneys or financial counselors. If you are experiencing problems making your payments you should reach out to your lender and those in place to help you.

 

Before you talk to any third party do some research, make sure they are licensed to do business in Florida and check out their business history. Don’t just take their word, look it up yourself. You can do this by going to www.sunbiz.org.

 

Avoid doing business with anyone asking for payment for services under the new Homeowner Affordability and Stability Plan initiated by President Obama; the negotiating of new payments or loan modifications is to be provided free of charge under this plan; for more information on this plan go to www.financialstability.gov.

 

Any questions please contact;


Sergeant Joe King

Punta Gorda Police Department

1410 Tamiami Trail

Punta Gorda, Florida   33950

(941) 639-4111

jking@ci.punta-gorda.fl.us
